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Andre Nation and Tom Vodanovich receive suspensions
By Stephen Proffitt
The Breeze

The wait is over. On Tuesday evening, JMU announced
the punitive actions involving
junior guard Andre Nation and
sophomore forward Tom Vodanovich. They were suspended
indefinitely on Oct. 6 for an offcampus altercation.
The two appeared in Harrisonburg/Rockingham General
District Court on Tuesday while
head coach Matt Brady attended the Colonial Athletic
Association’s basketball media
day in Baltimore. All charges were resolved and the two
were sentenced to community
service.
The suspension was decided solely by head coach Matt
Brady and Athletics Director
Jeff Bourne.
“There [was] certainly dialogue and collaboration and
I’m satisfied with the agreement we have in place,” Brady
said.
Assistant coaches Rob

O’Driscoll and Bill Phillips were
present at Tuesday’s hearing,
according to Brady. O’Driscoll
could not be reached for comment as of Wednesday evening.
“They just relayed the facts
of the findings,” Brady said over
the phone Wednesday.
He added that he had an
idea of his punishments prior
to the hearing and that the
results of court Tuesday met
his expectations.
Brady said he has spoken
with both Nation and Vodanovich despite being on the
road this week.
“I talk to them every day,” he
said. “I’ve talked to them every
single day since Oct. 6.”
Nation, a junior guard, will
sit out the Nov. 2 preseason
scrimmage along with the first
five games of the season. He
will return for the Nov. 28 game
at Ohio State University.
It’s the second year in a row
that the Plant City, Florida,
native will miss the beginning of
see nation, page 12

30 members from
Virginia schools
formed to strengthen
campus safety
By Morgan lynch
contributing writer

friend base has been coming here
and meeting new people,” Alli
Giles, a junior biological anthropology major, said while standing
in line with friends.
By 10 p.m. a small number had
left and a few dedicated people
still in line were admitted into the
crowded basement. As they walked
through the outdoor terrace, it was
hazy with cigarette smoke and
packed to the brim with people.

A new Virginia task force is sweeping the state to combat sexual assault
and violence on university campuses.
Although JMU lacks any representation on the task force, the university has
guaranteed that it will still be involved
in its decision making.
Gov. Terry McAuliffe formed the
Governor’s Task Force on Combating
Campus Sexual Violence in August. The
30-member group will propose changes to the way Virginia colleges handle
sexual assault cases. Attorney General
Mark Herring, whose office has begun
reviewing each university’s practices
regarding sexual assault, chairs the
task force.
Representatives of college administration, law enforcement, community
advocates, student leaders and health
professionals make up the task force.
The College of William & Mary, the
University of Virginia and JMU are all
under federal investigation for mishandling sexual assault cases, but
only William & Mary and U.Va. have
representation on the task force. JMU
doesn’t have any formal university
representation.
The governor’s office took recommendations for task force members
from the attorney general, the secretary of public safety, the secretary of
education, the secretary of health and
human resources, victims, advocates
and policy experts, according to Jamie
Radice, the communications director
for McAuliffe.
“We received a wide level of interest
and many people reached out once
they heard we were forming the task
force,” Radice said in an email.
While Rachel Thomas, McAuliffe’s
press secretary, couldn’t comment on
specific appointments or the personal
process, she said that keeping the number of appointments to 30 members
limited the amount of individuals who
could be directly included in the group.
“With the cap of 30 members, obviously we could not involve everyone
that we would have wanted to, had we
not had a cap,” Thomas said.
Despite this, the governor’s office
said that it’s still committed to working with all universities on this issue.
JMU is also supportive of the task
force and is willing to work with it,
according to Bill Wyatt, the associate director of communications. He
also said that JMU will have people
monitoring task force meetings and
that the university is always willing
to provide its input when it’s needed.

see nile, page 9

see task, page 4
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Junior guard Andre Nation will miss the first
five games of the season due to suspension.
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Beloved downtown venue celebrates final night with live music

An hour after doors opened for
Blue Nile’s final show, the basement reached its capacity of 220
people. This didn’t deter the line
of 40 people extending into the
parking lot from growing as the
minutes ticked by.
Eric Bange, a Blue Nile employee for more than a year, guarded
the entrance, keeping tabs on the
line and making sure no one tried

QUOTE OF THE DAY
One of our
missions is
giving a voice
to people who
might not
always have
one.

Blue Nile hosted Dead Professional at its last show on Sunday night after almost seven years of downtown culture.

By Dominique Lategano
The Breeze
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INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

to jump the fence.
“It sounded like it sprung up on
the owners as well a surprise to all
of us,” Bange said, with a sweatshirt hood pulled over his head,
about Blue Nile’s announcement
of foreclosure.
The line was a mix of JMU students and area locals, mostly
dressed in black to show their
mourning of Blue Nile’s final
show.
“I just transferred in [to JMU]
last semester and a big part of my

Study abroad
fees in place

the dukes are back

Applications now cost students $25 each
to help support new online system
By evan mcallister
contributing writer
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TODAY WILL BE
Sunny

61° / 41°
chance of rain: 0%

Amid the skyrocketing costs of
education and the frequent necessity of student loans, $25 might
seem like an insignificant sum —
but it has the potential to create
far-reaching effects. This might
prove to be the case for a new application fee added by JMU’s Office of
International Programs (oIP).
The oIP handles all of JMU’s
study abroad programs and international spring break trips in
conjunction with the faculty who
lead them. A new location in the
Student Success Center caters to
international students and travelrelated issues students might be

experiencing.
Studying abroad — though not
an inexpensive undertaking —
is viewed by many of those who
participate as one of the most
rewarding experiences in a student’s academic career.
Such testimonials are common in
the world of academic-based oversea travel, and often help others to
make the same decision to study
abroad. Last year alone, more than
1,200 JMU students participated in
63 similar programs in 52 different
countries, according to the oIP.
A recently added $25 application
fee, however, could change those
numbers.
see fees, page 4
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JMU gets ready for its game on Saturday
against the UNC Charlotte 49ers
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Oct. 23, 2008

Mitchell Myers

On this day in 2008, The Breeze ran an
article on the front page covering the
proposed possibility of the university
scheduling more classes on Friday mornings
due to JMU advisers “seeing more and more
freshmen turn to drinking for their weekend
entertainment.” However, when students
were asked the question, “Would having
more Friday classes deter students from
drinking on Thursday nights?” their answer
was unanimous: it wouldn’t. Even professors
and advisers doubted the practicality of
implementing a heavier Friday schedule,
predicting that the effect would be
“minimal.” But when asked to comment on
the issue, JMU President Linwood Rose
responded, “I’m more inclined to address
that by dealing with the topic rather than
indirectly ... I don’t think we address that
issue by changing the course schedule
necessarily ... I don’t see [Friday classes]
having any direct connection so I have to
see what the evidence is to suggest that
that’s a good response.”
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Mom petitions
TV show toys

US to monitor PA man stabs
African visitors young father

Students face
elders on TV

Iraqis call for
Cuba to send
more US strikes extra Ebola aid

Los Angeles Times

Tribune Washington Bureau

Philadelphia Daily News

Tribune News Service

Tribune News Service

Tribune News Service

LOS ANGELES — Toys R
Us announced that it will pull
“Breaking Bad” toys from all its
shelves after more than 8,500
people signed an online petition
started by an outraged Florida
mother.
Susan Schrivjer of Fort Myers
posted a petition on Change.org
last week after she discovered
the popular toy chain carried figures from the critically acclaimed
AMC series with adult, dark
themes and drug paraphernalia.
”’Florida mom petitions
against Toys ‘R Us over Breaking
Bad action figures.’ I’m so mad,
I’m burning my Florida Mom
action figure in protest,” BryanCranston, the star of the show
tweeted.

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
will soon require every airline
passenger from Sierra Leone,
Guinea and Liberia who arrives
in one of six states to undergo 21
days of official monitoring for
symptoms of Ebola.
The new initiative, which
begins Monday, will require state
and local health officials in Georgia, Maryland, New Jersey, New
York, Pennsylvania and Virginia
to collect detailed information
from the travelers as part of an
elaborate plan to keep tabs on
their whereabouts while they’re
in the U.S.
Under the new protocols, visitors must provide
contact information to local
health authorities.

PHILADELPHIA — A man
who threw trash at a 5-monthold baby on a mass transit train
in Philadelphia on Tuesday
night stabbed the child’s father
in the back when the concerned
dad confronted him about the
incident at a terminal, police
said.
The child’s father was taken
to the Hospital of the University
of Pennsylvania, where he was
immediately taken into surgery
and is currently listed in critical
condition, said Upper Darby,
Pennsylvania, police Superintendent Michael Chitwood.
Anthony Wollor, 25, has been
charged with attempted homicide, aggravated assault and
related offenses.

HONG KONG — Student protest leaders on Tuesday debated
Hong Kong officials on the future
of democracy, the first time the
two sides have confronted one
another since street demonstrations erupted in late September.
The meeting was broadcast
live on Hong Kong television, giving residents a chance to hear the
students make their case against
the system. It was a reminder of how different Hong Kong
remains from the rest of tightly
controlled China and of the freedoms many fear could disappear
if they don’t stand up to Beijing.
Thousands of sympathizers at
occupation sites in three parts of
the city cheered as the 90-minute
meeting wound on.

BAGHDAD — Senior Iraqi
officials and commanders are
calling for intensified U.S. airstrikes and more military aid,
arguing that the 10-week-old
American-led effort has been
too modest to drive Islamic State
of Iraq and Levant fighters out of
key towns and districts.
The Iraqi complaints signal
growing tension between Baghdad and Washington over the
pace of the U.S. military operation, which has concentrated
airstrikes in Syria even as car
bombs and suicide attacks have
killed more than 200 Iraqis in the
last week alone.
Senior U.S. officials pushed
back the Iraqi criticism, arguing
that they are facing constraints.

GENEVA — The announcement Monday by Cuba that
it will send an additional 91
medical staff to help contain
the Ebola virus outbreak surging across Liberia, Sierra Leone
and Guinea brings the island
nation’s contribution of people
fighting the epidemic to 256
— or more than one-third of
all foreign medical staff in the
three hardest-hit West African
countries.
The new pledge by Cuba’s
minister of public health,
Roberto Morales Ojeda, came
in Havana during an extraordinary summit on Ebola.
Compiled from Tribune
News Service.
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The Race is on

harrisonburg

Woman arrested for alleged
murder-for-hire attempt
Heather Lyn Bergen, 33, of Grottoes,
Virginia, was arrested by investigators
with the Harrisonburg Police Department
on Oct. 19 for several charges in relation to
a contract killing investigation.
Bergen met with an undercover police
officer on the evening of Oct. 18 and
provided information about the potential victims, including the individuals’
addresses, phone numbers and vehicle
descriptions, according to HPD.
After a price for an initial payment
was negotiated, Bergen handed over the
money and was promptly arrested. She
was charged with three felony counts of
solicitation to commit murder, and two
felony counts of attempt to commit capital murder and murder for hire.
Lt. Chris Rush, the division commander of the Criminal Investigation Division,
explained details regarding the case and
the careful thought and planning that
went into the attempted murders. According to Rush, there are five warrants on five
separate victims.
“This is an investigation that we are taking very seriously,” Rush said. “Not only
did the suspect in this case want to hire
someone to kill multiple individuals, the
suspect had a plan of how certain things
were to be carried out, provide detailed
information about the potential victims
and negotiated prices to have the plan
carried out.”
Midlothian

Toddler dies after rescue
from day care center fire
A young child who was severely hurt
after being accidentally left in a home
day care center that caught on fire died
yesterday, according to the Associated
Press.
The operator was mistakenly under
the impression that all eight children had
been safely evacuated from the house on
Tuesday.
According to Lt. Jason Elmore from
Chesterfield Fire and EMS, 30 minutes
after the fire was generally smothered,
firefighters went inside the residence
for a second search where they found
the toddler on the second floor.
“I saw one firefighter carrying a child
in his arms, just running — sprinting
with all his gear,” Brandon Kelly, a neighbor who walked to the scene after seeing
fire trucks, told The Roanoke Times. “The
fire was out relatively quickly … when
they brought the child out.”
The child was first taken to St. Francis
Medical Center before being transferred
to VCU Medical Center’s pediatric intensive care, according to Elmore.
A firefighter who suffered from smoke
inhalation and heat exhaustion was also
brought to the hospital for evaluation
and treatment.
fairfax

Jesse Matthew faces
charges from 2005 case
A Fairfax County grand jury charged
Jesse Matthew Jr. with attempted capital murder, abduction and sexual assault
charges in the 2005 attack of a 26-yearold woman on Monday, according to The
Daily Progress.
On Sept. 24, 2005, the 26-year-old victim was walking home from a grocery
store in Fairfax, Virginia when she was
grabbed from behind, carried to a grassy
area behind a maintenance shed and
sexually assaulted, according to the FBI.
Matthew is believed to have fled when a
bystander approached, police said.
The indictment accused Matthew of
a willful, premeditated attempt to kill
the victim, and declared that he feloniously abducted the woman and sexually
assaulted her with an object.
“The indictment speaks for itself,” Fairfax County Commonwealth’s Attorney
Ray Morrogh said during Monday’s news
conference. “This is just the first step in
the criminal justice system, which can be
a hard row to hoe.”
Matthew, who also faces charges for
the abduction of missing University of
Virginia student Hannah Graham, has
also been forensically linked to the disappearance and murder of Virginia Tech
student Morgan Harrington, who vanished from Charlottesville in 2009.
The search for Hannah Graham continued Monday in the vicinity of Walnut
Creek Park where human remains were
found last Saturday. The remains have
yet to be positively identified, and it’s
unknown how long it will take forensic
tests to be completed.

Patrick Mortiere and Erin Flynn / The Breeze

There are two open seats in this upcoming city council election, with incumbent Mayor Ted Byrd seeking re-election. Shuttles at Miller hall, Zane
Showker hall and Festival will be made available Nov. 4 from 9:30 a.m. to 6:15 p.m. to transport voters to polling locations around Harrisonburg.

A musical approach
Associate music professor Joseph Taylor handles music production with a business touch
By Jessica newman
contributing writer
Joseph Taylor is an associate professor in JMU’s
School of Music, teaching classes such as history
of rock, artist management and marketing of
recorded music. Though he presently doesn’t
identify with a religion, during the 1980s
Taylor toured with his own Christian rock band,
Undercover, of which he was the founder, principal
songwriter, producer and keyboard player.
How and when did you become interested in music?

Even before I could remember, I’m one of the
lucky few who kind of knew what I was supposed
to do right out of the door.
It’s to my understanding that you were in a Christian
punk band. Can you tell us a little about it?

It started in 1980. The first record came out in
1982.
Did Undercover tour at all? If so,
for how long and where?

All over the country and Europe — I did this fulltime for about 15 years.
What are your favorite parts about teaching at JMU?

I talk about music all day every day, how great is
that? That’s probably one reason why this is such a
great fit. Another reason is that I’m at the age where
I’m not going to be getting on a tour bus again with
a bunch of smelly guys, so this is a good way for
me to help students. Last night, I met with a former student who is working as an artist manager
in Las Vegas right now. He just graduated and he
got a job offering right out the gate. He also has a
CD out himself. I’ve got students all over the country who are working the business and doing really
great things. Joan Rivers’ production assistant was a
student here a few years ago. Things like that make
it [fulfilling].
Who were some of your biggest
musical influences growing up?

Growing up I loved The Beatles, Led Zeppelin,
Black Sabbath — I had so many. I was just going
through some YouTube videos the other day. I
also really liked Motown a lot. A lot of soul from
the 1970s.
Why did you choose to teach music at JMU?

I never would’ve guessed it for myself because
I didn’t graduate from college until I was 38 years
old because I was in a rock band. I went to [University of California, Los Angeles] for my [Master
of Business Administration], and then I got out of

Griffin harrington / port & Main File photo

Joseph Taylor, an associate professor in JMU’s School of Music, received his MBA from UCLA and degree in
music from California State University where he was offered to teach a course on music and business.

music all together for a while. Six or seven years
after that I realized that music was who I was, so
I decided to get my music degree from California
State University, Fullerton. It took me five more
years to get a degree in music because I had to
take all the lower divisions and prerequisites.
My fourth or fifth year, a professor came to me
and asked me if I would be interested in teaching a class called ‘The Business in Music’. They
didn’t offer the class for eight years because they
couldn’t find anyone who was qualified to teach
it. I already had my MBA which qualified me to
teach at a university and I had a long music career
[under my belt], so they asked me if I wanted to
teach it. I said ‘Well I’ve never taught before but
I’ll give it a try.’ I did that for two semesters in California. The same professor came up to me just as
I was about to graduate and told me, ‘I just saw
this job opening at this university in Virginia. You
[should] look at it because it sounds just like you.’
So I looked at it, and sure enough they were looking for exactly who I was. I just on a whim decided
to send out my résumé. The rest is all history! I
never would’ve guessed [that I’d be teaching here].
I sent out only one résumé!

What was the first instrument you ever
played? And how old were you?

Piano. I started when I was about 5.
What instruments do you play now?

I still play bass, but I don’t play anything really
well. My degree is in composition. I learned just
enough to be dangerous.
What are your plans for the future?

I’m still writing a lot now, I still produce
records for other people too. I’m currently producing a record right now for a guy in Napa
Valley. I have a few remixes that are going to be
released this year. If I can find the time, I’ve got
a records worth of material for myself as well, I’d
hope to throw that out there sometime. Other
than that, the big picture, my goal is to be able
to wake up in the morning.
contact Jessica Newman at
newmanjt@dukes.jmu.edu.
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task | Students encouraged to participate in discussion on sexual assault
from front

Wyatt didn’t cite a reason as to why JMU isn’t formally represented on the task force.
Discussion and involvement in the task force isn’t just based
on membership, according to Thomas. She said that the task force
will also be working closely with JMU and other public Virginia
colleges to identify best practices and find strategies to combat
sexual violence on their campuses.
One member tied to JMU who did make the cut was Raychel
Whyte, an administrator at MedStar Georgetown University Hospital and JMU 2014 alumna. Whyte worked on the White House
Task Force to Protect Students from Sexual Assault while she was
the student employee in the Sexual Assault Prevention Program
at the University Health Center (UHC). Lynn Rosenthal, special
assistant to President Obama for Violence Against Women, recommended her to McAuliffe’s task force.
“There are too many people in my life [who] have been directly
affected by sexual assault,” Whyte said. “Being a part of this task
force gives me a chance to make sure that other students’ college
experiences aren’t ruined by something that could be prevented.”
Whyte serves on the “Response” subcommittee of the task
force, which focuses on the physical and mental recovery of the
victims, takes a closer look at services provided by the community and Virginia universities, and finds ways to implement its
recommendations.
Whyte joined not only to help shape reform about how Virginia schools respond to sexual assault, but also because she
believes that it’s an amazing opportunity to have, especially as
a young professional. One way Whyte hopes to improve college
experiences is to make students feel more comfortable on their
campuses.
“I’m hoping that the recommendations that the task force creates will first, and foremost, make students feel safer on campus,”
Whyte said. “I think that’s the most important thing.”
Besides having an alumna on the task force, JMU has other
opportunities to participate in the discussion. The governor and
attorney general signed a joint declaration in August with 16
public Virginia universities — acknowledging the ways colleges
handle sexual assault and expanding sexual assault prevention training on campus. President Jon Alger signed the joint
declaration.
A Campus Sexual Violence Summit will be held in Richmond

on Oct. 30 and 31, bringing together campus leaders to discuss
ways to prevent and respond to sexual violence, according to James
Robinson, director of the Office of Equal Opportunity and JMU’s
Title IX coordinator for faculty, affiliates and visitors.
Robinson is one of six individuals from JMU who has been invited to the summit in Richmond.
Besides faculty, students are also aware of the importance of
the statewide spotlight on sexual violence on college campuses.
Christopher Ndiritu, the president of the Student Government
Association at Old Dominion University is one of the student representatives on McAuliffe’s task force.

“There are too many people in my life
[who] have been directly affected
by sexual assault. Being a part of
this task force gives me a chance
to make sure that other students’
college experiences aren’t ruined by
something that could be prevented.”
Raychel Whyte

JMU 2014 alumna and administrator at
MedStar Georgetown University Hospital

Organizers of the task force sought him out personally because
Ndiritu and ODU’s SGA were planning to organize a campaign at
their university this spring to highlight the staggering numbers of
sexual violence on college campuses.
“The numbers continue to grow — every two minutes in America
someone is sexually assaulted,” Ndiritu said in an email. “Regardless of where it’s happening either off campus or on campus, it’s
an issue that has now gained momentum.”
Ndiritu sees his invitation to the task force as recognition of his
work on SGA’s sexual assault awareness campaign.

“Without hesitation I knew this was meant to be,” Ndiritu said.
“I couldn’t have been more thrilled to know that all my efforts
weren’t going unnoticed.”
The only two students on the task force, Ndiritu and Brandon Day, the student body president at Virginia Commonwealth
University, serve on the “Prevention” subcommittee. Their responsibilities are to use their knowledge to provide insight into sexual
assault prevention and to evaluate how schools can improve current practices.
Ndiritu said he and Day offer unique perspectives on sexual
prevention because they are the sole student representatives.
“Something I strongly believe every university needs is the
ability to ensure students know that their voices are valuable —
and that’s what McAuliffe ensured with his task force,” Ndiritu
said.
Ndiritu is specifically interested in changing the culture surrounding sexual violence on college campuses through the task
force’s efforts.
“Students know of the growing problem, but what keeps happening is the brushing off of the topic,” Ndiritu said. “It’s very easy
to say ‘that’s not my problem,’ and keep moving. That’s where
this task force comes in.”
While there are mixed views as to how effective the task force
will be, many remain optimistic that the newly created group will
bring about positive change.
“I’m hopeful that good things will come from this and that the
task force will result in significant improvements in accessibility of resources for survivors, in continuing to raise awareness,
and providing education,” Charity O’Connor, a senior writing,
rhetoric and technical communication major and president of
Campus Assault ResponsE (C.A.R.E.), said.
JMU students have the opportunity to voice their opinions. The
task force meetings, minutes and conversations are all open to
the public, according to Whyte. She encouraged students with
any ideas, thoughts or opinions to email her at raychel.whyte@
gmail.com.
“Universities, including JMU, need to take the work of the task
force very seriously,” Whyte said. “I encourage anyone at JMU who
wants to be a part of it to attend task force meetings if possible.”
The next full task force meeting is in Richmond in January. Recommendations from the task force are due to McAuliffe by June 1.
contact Morgan Lynch at lynchma@dukes.jmu.edu.

fees | Additional costs to support oIP’s new online application software
from front

The fee, according to Lauren Franson, the
oIP’s assistant director of study abroad programs, aids in the support of a new software
architecture used for student applications.
“This fee will support our new online
application software — a critical tool that
will help the oIP better track student applications, understand interest and offer more
options for participation,” Franson said in
an email. “The software will help us monitor student travel, keeps secure important
travel documents, streamline registration
for international health insurance and a

number of other features to help us mitigate risk.”
Amid program costs that can often
stretch well into the thousands. It could
possibly affect the decisions of those undecided. Such fees are not uncommon on
online applications, but adding new ones
often causes some degree of consternation
among applicants. Already, the new fee
seems to be changing perceptions and decisions relating to study-abroad programs.
Alison Huffman, a junior media arts
and design major, said that though the fee
wouldn’t have changed her eventual decision to study abroad, it might have affected

her choice to apply to multiple programs.
“I do really like that the process is online
now, but I think that a $25 fee is a little
excessive. It reminds me of applying to college all over again,” Huffman said.
Other students, however, have had a very
different reaction.
“I really don’t think the fee itself will affect
the process that much,” Haley Johnston, a
senior media arts and design major and
marketing and one of the marketing and
media coordinators for the oIP program,
said. “In the scheme of [things], it’s a small
fee compared to what students might pay
for the program itself, so I think students

who want to apply won’t be deterred by it.”
In fact, the user-friendliness of the new
system might eclipse the negative effects of
the fee entirely.
“I think the convenience of applying
online has actually increased the number
of applications we’ve received in years past
because they don’t have to drop them off at
the actual office,” Johnston said.
The fee went into effect this year, and
applies to all study-abroad program applications offered by the oIP.
contact Evan McAllister at
mcalliem@dukes.jmu.edu.

INDIAN AMERICAN CAFE
(540) 433 - 1177
Specializing in
Non- Vegetarian/ Vegetarian
Indian Cuisine

91 N. Main St., Harrisonburg, VA
Serving the area since 1993

C&S Student Rentals
$285

per room

3 bed / 2 bath

2,3,4,5 Bedroom apartments
5,6,7,8 Bedroom Homes

Furnished apartments.
All on South Main Street.
Ten Minute walk to Campus Apartments.
Decks and grills are allowed.
Spacious living and dining area.
Call Craig Smith
(540)487-4057
(540)435-1752
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High school musicians duke it out
Annual marching band competiton at JMU incoporates intense training with elaborate performance maneuvers
By Kayla rini
contributing writer

Last Saturday was bright and chilly, and as an announcer’s
voice boomed across JMU’s Bridgeforth Stadium, talented musicians took to the field for this year’s Parade of Champions.
It was the 37th annual event, according to Scott Rikkers, the
director of the Marching Royal Dukes and contest director. Forty-eight high school bands from cities and towns up and down
the East Coast competed in the event, performing a drill and
music routine in front of judges.
The event is hosted by MRDs and the JMU Band Office,
according to Rikkers.
The event is a collaboration between JMU Athletics and several campus departments such as Public Safety, Parking Services,
Special Events and Concessions and the University Business
Office.
Rikkers elaborated on the history of the parade, which began
in 1978 when JMU hosted the “Marching Bands of America Eastern Regional Championship,” which was its name until 1982. The
event served as the Florida Citrus Bowl Nominating Contest in
1982, and from 1983 to present day, it’s been referred to as the
“JMU Parade of Champions.”
According to Rikkers, this grand event raises awareness on
the importance of music education and provides experience for
high school bands to improve.
“We host the contest in order for JMU to support music edu- Marching bands traveled from 48 high schools throughout Virginia and surrounding states to the 37th annual Parade of Champions event at
cation in the public school curriculum, and provide both local JMU’s Bridgeforth Stadium. The Marching Royal Dukes also performed many pieces of popular music for the audience.
and regional bands with a positive and educational experience
while visiting our campus,” Rikkers said.
Dan Everard, an 84 JMU alumnus, attended the performances Civil War veteran as he enlists to help build the Pacific Railway.
favorite song was “Get It On” by T-Rex. Shannon Sullivan, a sophoOnce the theme is decided, the music is selected accordingly.
more anthropology major and flute player for the MRDs, said hers
and enjoyed the large variety of bands and music selection that
made the show so presentable.
“From source material of almost four hours we picked the best was “Show Tune Opener.”
“It’s such a great event, a big turnout of bands from far and eight-and-a half minutes that matched the story that we were trying
Karen Snively, an aunt to one of the MRDs, has been attending
wide,” Everand said.
to convey,” Foreman said.
the event for several years and enjoys coming out with her family
Some high school bands came from states such as PennsylThe music was then put together by three separate arrangers who to support the bands and their performances.
vania and North Carolina — traveling nearly six hours by car.
focused their attention separately on wind instruments, battery per“This is my fifth time coming to this, and we [my family and I]
Bands were split up into different groups depending on their cussion and front percussion.
love it, it’s such a fun event,” Snively said.
sizes; Class A being the smallest with 20 students and Class 5A
A professional drill writer was contracted to assist with the elaboWhen asked what they like about being in the MRDs, several
being the largest with about 100 students. Some bands arrived at rate drill maneuvers. Students and staff worked on the color guard students responded with “camaraderie.” The MRDs are a united
6 a.m. while others arrived at various times throughout the day. and visuals.
bunch in which many students, such as Chelsea Crosser, a sophoAdam Foreman, the band director at Thomas Jefferson High
There’s a lot work and preparation involving students, parents, more health sciences major and flute player, feel happy to be a part
School for Science and Technology in Alexandria, Virginia, said buses, uniforms and meals for a 10-minute performance, but Fore- of a wonderful and talented group of people.
that preparation for a big band competition such as this one is man said it’s worth it.
“What’s great is that the sections come together with so much
intense.
“The trade-off is that when the students leave the field after being energy,” Crosser said.
Foreman went on to say the creative process for his school’s cheered on by thousands of their peers — there really is no greater
The winner of Class 3A was Freedom High School from Woodband started last December when ideas were thrown around for a feeling in the world,” Foreman said
bridge, Virginia, and the winner of Class 4A was the TJHS band.
show concept. This year it was the Transcontinental Railroad, with
The MRDs performed and had an elaborate performance featur- However, according to Foreman the real measure of triumph isn’t
a story based loosely on a work of historical fiction that follows a ing songs such as “Bohemian Rhapsody” by Queen, “Everybody simply having your school’s name announced.
Talks” by Neon Trees and
“That success can be felt by each member during and after a per“Happy” by Pharrell.
formance, regardless of where their school is announced later in the
Luke Balas, a freshman rankings,” Foreman said.
accounting major and clarinet
player in the MRD,s said his contact Kayla Rini at rinikm@dukes.jmu.edu.

daniel stein / The Breeze

Photos by Daniel Stein

Trombonists from Loudon Valley High School in Purcellville, Virginia, perform on the football field during
Saturday’s event. The parade hosted thousands of high school musicians from up and down the East Coast.
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contributing columnist

Not all
Africans
have
Ebola
Colleges shouldn’t
discriminate against
students because they
come from ‘infected
countries’
Lauren Gordon / The Breeze

Mark Warner is the incumbent Democratic nominee for Virginia’s open seat on the U.S. Senate. He previously served as governor of Virginia from 2002 to 2006.

Senatorial candidate speaks up
Mark Warner talks about his position on student debt and how he plans to help recent graduates
My story may be much like yours: I was the first in my fam- proposed capping the amount of loan repayments at 10 perily to graduate from college. I was able to pay for my degree by cent of your monthly income, and providing employers with the
working part time and taking on student debt. And after finish- option to offer $5,000 pre-tax to help employees pay off their
ing my education, I tried to start a business but failed — not student debts directly.
After graduation, students should have access to world-class
once, but twice.
What I learned through those experiences is something that jobs in all parts of the Commonwealth. I am working across the
no one tells you. Getting it right the first time is the exception, aisle to reduce unnecessary regulations so startups can thrive
not the rule. Fortunately, I was able to get back on my feet, and and to embrace new methods like crowdfunding so that our
my third attempt was involvement in a company that ultimately entrepreneurs have easier access to capital. With the right polibecame Nextel. But I would not have had three chances to try cies in place, I believe the next Google or Facebook could start
(and fail) if I faced the same amount of student debt that today’s right here in the Commonwealth.
students face.
It is these types of bipartisan efforts that prove that the foundaI have been traveling to colleges and universities in the Com- tion of good policy is not based on whether you are a Democrat
monwealth and I continually hear stories about the impact of or a Republican; it’s about whether you are solving the problems
student debt. Today’s college graduates in
facing Virginians.
Virginia carry nearly $30,000 in student
When I was the governor, I
loan debt. That means too many young
worked with a Republican-led
It is these types of
people are being forced to put off decisions
legislature to turn a $6 billion defabout starting a family, launching a startup
icit into a $1 billion surplus. Our
bipartisan efforts that
business or buying a home because of the
bipartisan efforts resulted in record
prove that the foundation of
burden of student debt.
investments in K-12 and higher
education, and Virginia was desAs a result of these campus conversations,
good
policy
is
not
based
on
I have rolled up my sleeves and worked with
ignated the country’s best state for
whether you are a Democrat
educational opportunity.
Republicans and Democrats on specific
proposals that will go a long way toward
We accomplished this by findor a Republican; it’s about
helping young Virginians prepare for coling common ground and working
whether you are solving the
lege, responsibly manage their student loan
toward common sense solutions.
Because when you start in the
debts and find good jobs upon graduation.
problems
facing
Virginians.
These ideas include my work with Florcenter and work your way out, you
ida Republican Sen. Marco Rubio to make
have a better chance of getting
the costs and benefits of college much more
things done.
transparent. We propose pulling together,
That is why I am committed to
onto a single website, all of the data that’s
continuing to work with both sides
already been collected about each program at every universi- of the aisle in the Senate to expand economic opportunity in
ty: What’s the graduation rate? What’s the average amount of Virginia, to pay down our national debt, provide entrepreneurs
student debt? Do graduates find jobs in this field? What’s the with the right tools to succeed and ensure that no one goes broke
average starting pay? Making this information more readily avail- going to college.
able on a single website will help students and their parents
I know Washington can often seem like a dysfunctional place,
make more informed decisions when picking a college.
but in order to give everyone a fair shot at success, that’s going
I am also pushing for eligible students to be able to access Pell to have to change. And, if you give me the honor of rehiring me,
Grants while they are still in high school. This could give many I’ll spend every day working to do just that.
students a head start, dramatically lowering the cost of a degree
by starting higher education at a community college.
Mark Warner is the Democratic candidate vying for one of
For those facing student loan debts upon graduation, I have Virginia’s seats in the U.S. Senate.

A “thanks-for-brightening-my-days” pat
to the nice Dining Services folks in Gibbons
Hall.
From a staff member who will miss you
when she goes to the next building
A “you’ve-got-to-be-kidding-me” dart to
the communication studies department for
not offering enough sections of the classes I
need to take in the spring.
From a senior who didn’t expect to already
be stressed out about her next (and last)
semester at JMU.

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

A “sing-it-my-dude” pat to the Madison
Project singer who absolutely nailed his Sam
Smith cover at the Maddy Night Live show on
Monday night.
From a senior who would watch you over
Ryan Sill on “The Voice” any day.

Editorial
Policies

The Breeze
MSC 6805 G1
Anthony-Seeger Hall
Harrisonburg, VA 22807
breezeopinion@gmail.com

A “way-to-tame-those-Tigers” pat to the
football team.
From a proud JMU alumna whose sister
attends Towson and is still sulking from the
67-7 blowout on Oct. 11.

A “thanks-for-downsizing-all-yourfood” dart to the Vietnamese Express in the
Student Success Center.
From a senior who’s still hungry.

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.
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Last week, Navarro College, a twoyear public college in Corsicana,
Texas, made headlines by denying
international student applications
“from countries with confirmed
Ebola cases.” Kamor Abidogun, a
mechanical engineer with a master’s
degree from Oxford University, was
shocked by the rejection letter his
brother-in-law and nephew got after
they applied to the school. Both
applicants were from Nigeria, and
both were denied acceptance to
Navarro. This was covered by multiple
media organizations, including The
Washington Post.
Although Guinea, Liberia and Sierra
Leone have the most confirmed Ebola
cases, Nigeria has not seen any new
cases in over a month, which prompted
the World Health Organization to
declare Nigeria “Ebola-free” this past
Monday.
Although Nigeria has been clear of
the virus, the Texas college stigmatized
an entire region by denying admission
to students from West Africa. Not only
has this college stigmatized certain
individuals, but it has also shown
ignorance and hypocrisy at a level that
contradicts what should be reflected at
a higher education institute.
Granted, most people don’t want to
get infected with the Ebola virus, and
the school doesn’t want to spread the
infection, but discriminating against
individuals because they come from a
certain region is morally and ethically
wrong. There are other ways to go
about stopping the infection from
spreading. Stereotyping isn’t the way
to do it.
When an organization stigmatizes
and stereotypes, it’s paving the way for
injustice to occur. This is exactly what
this college is doing. Students are being
discriminated against and subjected to
injustice.
In a society where we try to promote
diversity and inclusion of people who
come from other parts of the world,
prejudices such as this one set our
society back. If the U.S. truly wants to
be a melting pot, we cannot tolerate
behavior that reflects injustice.
Nadia El Yaouti is a graduate student
in the College of Education at JMU.
Contact Nadia at elyaounx@dukes.
jmu.edu.

An “are-you-sure-this-is-your-lastyear?” dart to the fifth year I see in my class
maybe once a week.
From a student who values her education
and does not appreciate your lack of
motivation.
A “thanks-so-much” pat to the two people
who helped me up when I twisted my ankle
in Carrier Library.
From a clumsy senior who appreciates the
hand.

A “thanks-for-everything-you’reawesome” pat to the best regional counselor
at JMU, who answers any and all of my
questions.
From a North Carolina high school student
and future Duke cherishing all of the JMU
love.
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Player suspensions
are not enough
A lack of consequences for athletes’ actions put a
bad reputation on JMU and its students

Courtesy of Mariah Chamberlin and Megan Schofield

This JMU student-made poster challenges people to actually support causes instead of showing off with bumper stickers.

slack·tiv·ism (n.)
‘Liking’ something on social media is not the same as being an activist
Wikipedia defines the word as “a pejorative term obligated to follow through with a more meaningful
that describes ‘feel-good’ measures in support of an contribution.
Instead of letting the world know about every kind
issue or social cause.” Many of these measures have
no practical effect other than giving a person self- act we do, maybe we all should just try to be good peogratification and the feeling
ple. Maybe the next time
you seek praise for everyof contribution to a cause.
Let’s think. Do we realthing you do, you will think
Does a click of a button, or
ly feed children by clicking
twice. How much impact
a
slab
of
a
sticker
on
our
a like button on Facebook?
are you really having?
cars make us interconnected
If we don’t do a “required”
Do you think that these
organizations and prochallenge in the next 24 hours,
with our brothers and sisters
grams are just trying to
who are we really helping out?
around the world and even
make us feel good about
These are only a couple of
helping? Does a click of a
examples.
in our own community?
You might be thinking of
button, or a slab of a stickfriends who do these things,
er on our cars make us
interconnected with our
but that’s only half of it. There
are other forms, like “clicktivbrothers and sisters around
ism,” your political slacktivists and your luxury good the world and even in our own community?
slacktivists who only buy high-end brands which say
Next time you think you’re solving the world’s probthat they support a cause somewhere on the product. lems with one click, you might actually be considered
Copying and pasting a social network status or a slacktivist.
Internet petition doesn’t mean you’re an activist. If
you haven’t noticed, once we’ve shown our support Mariah Chamberlin is a senior kinesiology major.
and earned the “status” of joining a cause, we feel less Contact Mariah at chambemj@dukes.jmu.edu.

In most cases, we’ve come to
understand the saying “three strikes
and you’re out.”
However, for the JMU Athletics
Department, this phrase doesn’t
seem to mean much.
Men’s basketball star player Andre
Nation has been suspended three
times during his career. Once for an
internal team academic suspension,
another for an alleged drug-related
issues last season and most recently
for his role in a fight on Oct. 6 with
teammate Tom Vodanovich, who was
also suspended. Head coach Matt
Brady stressed that he was waiting
to hear the outcomes of the court
cases for both Nation and Vodanovich before he made a punishment
decision.
To the surprise of many, Brady
announced yesterday that Nation
would be kicked off the team only if
he messes up again.
“To that end, given the most recent
actions of two of our student-athletes there will be a zero tolerance
from this point forward with regard
to Andre and his involvement with
our program,” Brady said in the university release. “Any future violation
on his behalf will result in him being
removed permanently as a member
our men’s basketball program.”
Brady has suspended Nation until
Nov. 28 and Vodanovich is suspended
until Nov. 19. In response to the punishment, Brady has said it was “fair”
and he was “comfortable with it.”
This decision isn’t about “being

comfortable,” it’s about consequences. We agree there shouldn’t
necessarily be a “zero-tolerance
policy” in athletics and students
should get second chances. However,
Nation’s actions reflect on everyone
in this community. Brady, along with
the athletics department, should
have instituted a harsher penalty for
Nation. If anything, Brady should
have kicked Nation off the team.
His three suspensions reflect on the
students, staff, faculty and community of JMU. The athletics department’s
mission, in which Bourne released
an updated strategic plan progress
on Monday, said its mission is “to
be the NCAA model for the studentathlete experience distinguished by
our academic achievement, integrity,
personal development and nationally-competitive programs.”
We have to ask ourselves: is his
punishment reflective of this statement? Even better, are Nation’s and
Vodanovich’s actions reflective of
this statement in the first place? In
the athletics department statement,
Nation has asked the community for
“forgiveness.” While we agree people
can have second chances, this third
suspension should be the end of the
line.
Let’s not give preferential treatment to our student athletes, as they
are oftentimes the face of our university. They represent us at home and
away and should be reflective our
best values. Nation, we are sorry to
say, is not.
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Luke Wachob | letter to the editor

‘Yes Means Yes’ op-ed missed the mark
In Monday’s issue of The Breeze, a
columnist mounted a confused and
misleading defense of California’s “Yes Means
Yes” law, which institutes an “affirmative
consent” standard for sexual assault
proceedings at the state’s college campuses.
The writer portrays the law’s critics, such
as liberal columnist Jonathan Chait, as out
of touch for saying that it reclassifies much
or most sex that occurs on college campuses

as assault. In doing so, the writer departs
from other advocates of “Yes Means Yes” who
argue that this is exactly what the law does,
and what it is supposed to do.
Vox founder Ezra Klein, who supports the
law, writes, “The law redefines consent such
that the everyday actions of loving couples
would technically be unprosecuted assault.”
Slate’s Amanda Marcotte, another supporter
of the law, agrees, offering only that most

people will not file reports: “The law has
no bearing on the vast majority of sexual
encounters. It only applies when a student
files a sexual assault complaint.”
Further, those who are accused are left
at the mercy of college judicial processes
designed to handle academic infractions such
as plagiarism, not criminal conduct as serious
as sexual assault.
As a result, they lack the basic due process

protections we expect from the justice system.
The columnist claims this is OK because due
process is just for criminal courts, not college
hearings.
He fails to follow this line of thought to its
rightful conclusion: sexual assault should
also be just for criminal courts, not college
hearings.
Luke Wachob is a class of 2013 alumnus.

Robyn Smith | The Breeze

recommendation
of the week
Movies:
“Scream” (1996) | “Scream 2” (1997) | “Scream 3” (2000)
If you want to survive a horror flick, you have to follow certain
rules. One: you must be a virgin. No “sluts” or “players” are
allowed to live. Two: never, ever say, “I’ll be right back.” Not
only will you not return, but you also just guaranteed yourself a
brutal, gory death.
However, there is hope. You too can learn all the tips and
tricks of survival if you watch Wes Craven’s 1996 satirical slasher,
“Scream.”
Starring blockbuster actors Neve Campbell, Courteney Cox,
Drew Barrymore, Rose McGowan and David Arquette, “Scream”
is the hauntingly ridiculous tale of how one innocent girl suffers
from deep traumatic psychological stress after her mother’s
murder. A year after her mother’s death, a killing spree occurs

make money while

You play
A local dental office is
opening his doors
On fridays from 8am-2pm
for you and/or your
small group to pRactice
L’ talia
guitar
violin
etc.

in her small hometown, and she and her peers are stalked and
attacked several times throughout the film and its following
three sequels, two of which are also available on Netflix.
The police are all too involved and ever so incompetent
(a stereotype mainstream media love to portray), the killer is
exactly who you’d expect it to be (depending on how well you
follow the plot) and the whole movie is just barely unpredictable.
What keeps you from streaming something else is the sexual
attraction between almost all of the characters and the spoofy
humor — its original name was “Scary Movie” after all —
interspersed throughout the 111-minute film. Turn the lights off,
pop a pan of popcorn and celebrate Halloween early with a notso-horrifying horror flick.

L’ltalia
RESTAURANT & BAR

Blair Rosen / The Breeze

Open 29 years

1st THURSDAY OF EVERY
MONTH SPECIAL

for more details

($49 per couple includes 4 course meal
with a bottle of your choice of wine)

Please email
info@harrisonburgsmiles.com

3rd Thursday Live Music

815 E. Market St.
(across from Sheetz)
Serving James Madison University Since 1922

540.433.0961

www.litalia-restaurant.com

Life

CHAT WITH THE YAK
Q&A with Yik Yak’s lead community developer, page 10
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A loyal companion
Pet ownership offers students relief from daily stresses of college

ERIN WILLIAMS / CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Faith Hastie, a senior international affairs major, has a bird named Zula. Zula is a sun conure, which looks like a parrot but is much smaller and can’t repeat words or phrases.
By LAUREN HUNT
The Breeze

It’s midnight on a Tuesday when you hear it: a
meow, a bark, a squawk or scratching in a cage. Or
a “quonk” as Faith Hastie, a senior international
affairs major and proud bird owner, describes it.
“It’s a cross between a quack and a honk,” Hastie said. Loud noises are one of the many stressful
factors of pet ownership, but students still find it a
rewarding experience.
Jacklyn Waterfield, a senior psychology and Spanish double major, owns Viola, a gray rat named after
her favorite character in the film “She’s the Man.”
“A pet is a responsibility and you have to make
sure you have time to spend with them and take
care of them properly, no matter what kind of animal they are,” Waterfield said. She cleans Viola’s
cage once a week, gives her food and water daily
and lets her run around outside her cage several
times a day.
Hastie’s bird, a sun conure named Zula, has
orange feathers on her head that fade into yellow, then green, with blue tips on her wings and
tail. She’s about half the size of a parrot, giving her

the perfect amount of space for her favorite spot to
snuggle in the neck of Hastie’s sweater.
For Hastie, planning her schedule around the
needs of Zula is the hardest part of having a pet.

“A pet is a responsibility and you
have to make sure you have time
to spend with them and take
care of them properly, no matter
what kind of animal they are.”
Jackyn Waterfield

senior psychology and Spanish
double major and pet owner

“Before I had her, I was able to get up a half hour
before I had to get up for class,” Hastie said. “But
now I get up an hour early so that I have time to
spend with her because she, specifically, is a very
social bird. So, if you don’t spend time with her, she

can actually go crazy.”
Hastie’s roommates, some of whom are scared of
Zula, also present a challenge.
“One of [my roommates] gets scared really easily, so when [Zula] just jumps and flies, that kind of
freaks her out,” Hastie said. “One [of my roommates]
is actually afraid of birds, but she didn’t tell us that
until like, two weeks before we moved in.”
Some pet owners have to pay pet fees to the
apartment complexes they live in. Some student
housing complexes such as North 38 Apartments
and The Overlook at Stone Spring charge as much
as a $200 refundable security deposit, a $200 nonrefundable pet fee and $20 to $30 extra dollars a
month on rent. Others such as Forest Hills Manor
and 865 East do not allow pets, and secret pets
can lead to eviction of both the resident and their
companion.
“Since I have a rat, I just pay a small, refundable
deposit,” Waterfield said. “But dog and cat owners pay
significantly more.” Although the security deposits are
refundable, there’s no guarantee a pet owner will get
the money back after moving out.

NILE | ‘... all of you are still here, the scene is
still here, anybody can put a show on anywhere’

see PETS, page 10

album review

Tove Lo love

New Swedish artist’s lyrics are
brutally honest, self-indulgent and
self-deprecating but still a hit
By EMMY FREEDMAN
The Breeze

DANIEL STIEN / THE BREEZE

JMU students and area locals packed the basement of Blue Nile on Sunday night during the last performance before the venue’s closing.
from front

Donnell (’14), the head of 2014 MACROCK, said. “Everything I did
in college is based on this place existing.”
Mark Finks, the basement manager of Blue Nile for the past six
Upstairs in the less-crowded restaurant of Blue Nile, Engdawork Areyears, took the stage after Literature’s set. Applause was deafening
faine, “Work” for short, chatted with his final customers.
“We’re burned out; we’ve been doing this for 10 years and we’ve and he had to tell the enthusiastic crowd to quiet down — otherwise
been at this location for six-and-a-half years,” Arefaine said. “The his speech would take forever.
“Its been amazing doing all these shows; I feel
people that are working here, I want to give
like
I’ve seen so many of you grow up,” Finks said.
them their lives back.”
“Its been amazing doing all
“A lot of you have been coming to these shows
No one would have know this was Aresince you were 18 and you’re all adults now. I’m
faine’s last night; his smile and warm hugs these shows; I feel like I’ve
really proud of everybody; thank you so much.”
lent assurance that everything would be ok.
seen so many of you grow
Finks spent six years of his life coordinating
“It makes me proud; we changed the culand managing at Blue Nile and gave a humble
ture because a lot of people were narrow, and up. A lot of you have been
thank you to all the people that contributed to
we said look here, this world is big … I hope coming to these shows
making Blue Nile the home it became for so many
the culture doesn’t die, I don’t think it will,”
people alike. Most importantly, he pointed out
Arefaine said. “You guys just have to demand since you were 18 and
that it was the culture and people of Harrisonit and you will have it.”
you’re all adults now. I’m
burg, the music lovers and bands, that made Blue
Downstairs the air was heavy with nosNile what it was.
talgia. Scattered pictures were strewn across really proud of everybody;
“The fact that the Blue Nile isn’t going to do
tables, showcasing the previous performanc- thank you so much.”
shows anymore doesn’t matter because all of you
es at the Blue Nile. Students, alumni and Blue
are still here,” Finks said. “The scene is still here,
Nile regulars reminisced about the bands Mark Finks
anybody can put a show on anywhere. You don’t
they’ve seen at the Nile — several thousand basement manager of Blue Nile
need the Blue Nile to do that.”
in total.
Looking positively to the future, junior Max
Literature, an alternative pop band with a
Detrich, a media arts and design major and band
similar sound to the band Real Estate, played
on stage first, but the mood was solemn. The audience wasn’t full of member of Big Weird, sums up the end of Blue Nile in a positive light.
“The music scene will still be alive after this, it’s just a little wound,”
energy and moshing as usual; in between sets people chatted and
Detrich said.
wandered, all seeming sort of lost.
“So if doing music stuff is what we’ve all been doing since we’ve got
to school, this is the most legitimate, easy to work with, great venue; CONTACT Dominique Lategano at
and only place for weird music, and now its closed,” Christopher lategada@dukes.jmu.edu.

Swedish artist Tove Lo’s debut album, “Queen of the
Clouds,” is a girl’s best friend. Her lyrics are the Lindsay
Weir of “Freaks and Geeks” and the Angela Chase of “My
So-Called Life.” They’re brutally honest, self-indulgent and
self-deprecating all at the same time. Nearly every piece on
the 16-track album is a pop anthem worthy of radio play
and deserves a spot on every breakup playlist.
Given the simplicity of the
Tove Lo
songs, the surprising twist to the
“Queen of album, which released on Oct. 7,
its diversity. Each song features
the Clouds” isTove
Lo’s solo vocals and sticks

with techno-pop sounds, yet she
manages to take each piece in a
Released Oct. 7
refreshing direction. For example,
in “This Time Around,” the chorus has a Foreigner’s “Waiting for a Girl Like You” ’80s pop sound, while “My Gun”
features hand claps and a distinctive Karmin sound. “Timebomb” features speedy lyrics with a piano base. It’s this
range and diversity, along with the singer’s refreshing voice
and insights, that promise to make the pop album one of
the best of the year.
There have already been a number of hits from it. “Habits (Stay High),” which was released as a single on April 14,
hit the top 40 radio stations like a bolt of energy and is only
getting more popular. In this piece, Tove Lo sings about a
lost lover and how she now has to stay high all the time to
keep him off her mind. She also mentions how she comes
back late at night and eats a bunch of Twinkies in her bathtub and falls asleep. In “Like Em Young,” she talks about
her preferences for younger guys and says that other girls
shouldn’t judge her when they’re being gold diggers themselves dating 53-year-old men. In “Moments,” she laments
that while she’s not the prettiest girl, she still shines sometimes and on “good days she can be charming.” Never were
more real words uttered from a young pop singer.
Other pop artists today appear to be more interested in
targeting an audience and airplay rarther than really finding a voice. Tove Lo takes the opposite approach. Since this
is her first album, her original voice could have hurt since
she hasn’t established a fan base yet. However, in her case,
this solidified voice only helped. Tove Lo’s voice is casually
perfect for young women and her music is so effortlessly fun
that she should have no trouble finding an audience. Since
“Habits” has already become so popular, it’s safe to say
Tove Lo’s popularity and range of audience is on an upward
trajectory.
Emmy Freedman is a sophomore media arts and design
major. Contact Emmy at freedmee@dukes.jmu.edu.
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THROUGH THE LENS

Symphonic band
ignites the stage
By MIKE DOLZER
The Breeze

JAMES CHUNG / THE BREEZE

Annie Sizemore (left), a senior media arts and design major, pretends to be part of a couple attending a
performance art exhibit with senior philosophy and media arts and design double major Luke Byrnes in
a sketch for JMU’s only sketch comedy group, Maddy Night Live. Maddy Night Live’s first show was this
past Monday. Video online at breezejmu.org/multimedia.

PETS | Students own a variety of
pets, from rats to birds to hedgehogs
from page 9

“Depending on the animal and its temperament … an owner may incur damage
to their property,” Sylvia Hanna, a staff
psychologist at JMU’s Counseling Center,
said. “Which can also be both costly and
stressful.”
Having pets isn’t all hard work, though.
Kelsey Bartee, a junior psychology major,
has a hedgehog named Loofah with her at
college.
“Just having something there with you;
let’s say my roommates are gone and I’m
there by myself, I can just take Loofah out
and play with him and he’ll cuddle up with
me,” Bartee said. “He’ll lay on my belly and
cuddle.”
One of her favorite parts of caring for
Loofah is giving him a bath.
“While I’m cleaning out his bin, I’ll fill
up his bin with water and then I take baby
soap — and [hedgehogs] float — so I get
him to ball up and I put him in the water
and he floats,” Bartee said. “Then you can
get a toothbrush and I clean his quills with

a toothbrush and his feet with a toothbrush
and baby soap.”
Having a pet can also be beneficial to
a student’s mental health. Hanna said
that pets can help their owners by being
a “sounding board” for listening to problems. Although pets cannot respond,
owners sometimes find solutions to their
problems by talking through them. Having
a pet can also help owners gain assertiveness by providing the owner with an
opportunity to be a “pack leader.”
“Some [owners] may practice having a
hard conversation with their pet before
they have the actual conversation with the
person themselves,” Hanna said.
Students may also find having a pet to
be relaxing in the midst of a busy schedule.
“Pets give you a sense of companionship,” Waterfield said. “They’re so much
fun to have and they give you responsibility. It’s nice to come home to your pet after
a tough day and relax with them.”
CONTACT Lauren Hunt at
breezearts@gmail.com.

enjoyable experience for the ears. The other
highlight was the percussion section. Patrick Fisher, Mason Edwards, Hersey Lane,
Gentlemen clad in tuxedos and ladies Ricardo Nunez, Steven Vereb and Christodressed in black formal wear claimed the pher Watral did a phenomenal job and gave
stage at the Concert Hall in the Forbes the song a surprising liveliness.
Center for the Performing Arts on Tuesday
Dan Welcher’s “Laboring Songs” is where
evening. These fancy folks, JMU’s Symphon- a little luster was lost. The band did a good
job with the song, espeic Band, brought an
hour of electrifying JMU Symphonic Band cially pianist Scott
music to the roughKoven, but it was still a

ly 250 people in the
clunky choice for a show
Performed on Oct. 21
audience.
that in all other aspects
The concert was
highlighted the strength
presented by the School of Music with of this impressive ensemble. There were a
Stephen P. Bolstad, director of bands and few portions of the song that were very well
professor of wind conducting, and graduate done but did not make up for Welcher’s
assistant Drew Ross. The two shared con- underwhelming song style. The structure
ducting duties.
began with a sense of intriguing unity, then
American patriotism opened the show quickly deteriorated. A gleaming ray of light
with a revamped version of Francis Scott came from the masterful solo by saxophonKey’s “The Star-Spangled Banner” by com- ist Abby Smith, but once that was over, the
poser Luigi Zaninelli, which was performed song may as well have ended instead of
in honor of the song’s 200-year anniversa- sadly slogging to a finish. I honestly feel that
ry. It had a unique feel, mainly because the musicians did the best they could with
sections of “America the Beautiful” were the woefully out-of-place song.
woven into the stanzas of the anthem, and
“The Engulfed Cathedral” quickly made
the band balanced the song-within-a-song up for the pitfalls of the previous song,
with grace. This new incarnation of a tradi- allowing the band to show off their skills
tional favorite was a smart and successful in full. An ominous tuba opener caught the
choice as the introductory piece.
eyes and ears of everyone followed by a fanContinuing the American theme, the tastic harmony of the English horn and low
Navy hymn “Eternal Father, Strong to brass, which made for an amazing song. The
Save” served as a logical second song. The bassoon section also got to shine, with Ian
piece had a bravado about it that carried Foster, Joey Figliola and Gina Moore expertthrough each note and
ly providing the unique
the crescendos packed
experience that only a wellenough power to make
The clarinet section
played bassoon can create.
The closing song, “Armeeven the strongest naval
stood
out
immensely,
ship quake in fear. The
nian Dances, Part One” was
providing thrilling
song was also accentthe perfect way to end the
ed by an accidental yet
show. It opened with a litertrills to counter the
well-timed phone beep
al bang, courtesy of crashing
flitty sweetness
from the audience. Sheer
cymbals, and never lost its
disgust covered the face
mojo. The middle was a
of
the
flutes.
beautifully done harmony
of the principal flutist,
of the whole band, with a
which injected an unexdistinct Armenian sound.
pected bit of humor into
The clarinet section stood
the show for those who
out immensely, providing
noticed it. The musicians
demonstrated utmost professionalism, thrilling trills to counter the flitty sweetness
not letting the interruption take them off of the flutes. This gorgeous piece came to a
course as they ended the song with a grand close too soon.
harmonization.
Overall, the Symphonic Band concert
Composer Morton Gould’s 1946 “Bal- was very well done. With that one laborilad for Band,” the sole song conducted by ous exception, the songs were well-chosen
Ross, came next. It was tamer than the Navy to accentuate the quality of this esteemed
hymn, but still stood out in its own right. ensemble, which played every single note
This was largely due to the sweet sounding to its fullest potential. Bravo!
harmonies of flutist Krystal Ankerbrand
and English hornist Nick Gardner. The Mike Dolzer is a freshman writing,
two musicians and their instruments rhetoric and technical communication
remained perfectly in sync for all of the major. Contact Mike at dolzermj@
duet portions of the ballad, making for an dukes.jmu.edu.

Yakking it up with Yik Yak
JMU one of the most active Yik Yak regions in the state according to the company’s lead community developer
By ROBYN SMITH
The Breeze

Yik Yak has taken over campus as the hottest social
media app. According to Cam Mullen, the lead community developer at Yik Yak who recently reached out to
The Breeze, JMU is one of the most active regions in
the state. Half of JMU’s undergraduate students are
active users and there’s an average of 100 Yaks every
33 minutes.
What are some other active regions in Virginia? Why
is JMU different in the eyes of Yik Yak? Why does Yik Yak
work at JMU? Because y’all have almost like one of the [most]
perfect sizes ... it’s a mid-to-large size, you have a whole bunch
of kids within a similar radius, like really close to one another in
a dense area, so on Yik Yak they’re able to open up the app and
get connected immediately with everyone within two miles of
them, pretty much the entire campus. Everyone is going through
the same experiences, they all have similar classes, they all have
to deal with the same school rules, the same schedules, the
same exam schedules, and it works really well because they’re
able to like, identify with everyone. While they are keeping their
privacy, you know, they can definitely identify with the people
around them. I think that your feed right now is 33 minutes, so
that means in 33 minutes, you guys have had 100 posts. I think
peak for around there is 10 to 11 p.m. That’s when it’s most active,
with 100 posts in around 20 minutes or less.
Do you see what everyone posts? How many times a
day do you just crack up at what people post? Yeah, we are
constantly looking through the content in different communities
and peeking in to see what people are saying in different places.
At Yik Yak, we work really hard but we’re allowed to use Yik Yak

on our phones as much as possible, so whenever I need a break
from Yik Yak, I go on Yik Yak. I probably laugh a couple million
times a day. Honestly, probably, there are always yaks that people
read in the office whenever we see something funny out loud,
so honestly probably 100, 50 to 100 legitimate times I’m laughing because of content on Yik Yak. I’ve never counted, though.
How are students using the app? What are any trends
you’ve noticed? Students use the app in tons of ways. So, if
you’re familiar with it, you can talk about whatever you want —
events, issues, different things on campus … people will often
use it to share experiences and see what the community thinks,
to craft jokes and see what people think, anywhere from talking
about weather or talking about students passing away and supporting each other on there. The content on Yik Yak changes daily.
Jokes spread really quickly through Yik Yak so there are a bunch
of inside jokes. People will kind of call someone out for doing
something good, and call them “the real MVP.” Sometimes we’ll
see someone who will peek into a new community — a different
community other than theirs, and actually reuse their content. So
if they see something that got a lot of up votes at, I don’t know,
University of Virginia, they will re-Yak it and type it up for their
community, like stealing the joke.
Why did Yik Yak originally form as a company? Yik Yak
started and was released in the app store Nov. 6 of 2013, almost a
year ago. It was started by our two co-founders, Tyler Droll and
Brooks Buffington, and when they were in college they noticed
all of these anonymous Twitter accounts. Maybe you have them
at JMU, like James Madison Confessions or James Madison Problems or James Madison Makeouts or something, and they’re run
often by an anonymous individual with a huge following on campus, and Brooks and Tyler kinda thought like, “Why can’t we give
this power to everyone?” So since everyone has smartphones,

they saw the opportunity to connect everyone. They thought usernames and profiles weren’t important and created this platform
like a local bulletin board where people could put up whatever
they want and see what everyone around them thought of it.
Is there anything else students should know about Yik
Yak? One obvious thing about Yik Yak is that you get to keep your
privacy. There are two things about Yik Yak. One is anonymity
and the other is location. Those two combined is what makes Yik
Yak so special and why we’ve gotten so big on your campus. The
anonymity part of it is sweet because people from completely
different circles talk on Yik Yak that may never get to talk in the
real world. A good example is the quiet kid in the back of the
classroom who might not feel comfortable speaking up in class
or posting on Facebook in front of everyone he’s friends with or
his parents or his professors. He’s able to immediately connect
to his entire community; you know, send out a joke and see what
the community thinks, say kind of a sensitive topic and see what
everyone thinks, so that’s really cool. The other part is just location. We let you open up Yik Yak, there’s no sign in process, there’s
no profile, and you’re able to immediately act on a feed on a level
playing field with everyone around you. It doesn’t matter if you’re
a quarterback on the football team; it doesn’t matter if you’re
the smartest kid in the library; your content is based on content
alone. Your post gets upvotes [or downvotes]. If people upvote
it, [that’s] because it’s a good post. If people downvote it, [that’s]
because it’s a bad post. It doesn’t reflect at all on who you are,
which is something way different than if we see Ashton Kutcher
tweet something versus if Simon Cowell tweeted it. I think that’s
kind of really important in understanding what makes Yik Yak
special … one of our missions is giving a voice to people who
might not always have one.
CONTACT Robyn Smith at breezearts@gmail.com.

STATS ACCORDING TO YIK YAK / GRAPHIC BY BLAIR ROSEN

Sports

Back on the grind

Follow us @TheBreezeSports for updates from JMU’s
game at Charlotte on Saturday.

Editors Wayne Epps Jr. & Drew Crane Email breezesports@gmail.com
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woMen’s soccer (10-7)

Dukes
on a roll

Players open up about
JMU’s two shutout wins
from over the weekend

Conner
Beightol

MacKenzie
Kleespies

Photos courtesy of JMU athletics

By Andre Haboush
The Breeze

After losing four games in
a row, the JMU volleyball
team bounced back with
consecutive shutouts against
Colonial Athletic Association
foes Northeastern University
(9-13, 1-7 CAA) and Hofstra
University (19-3, 7-1 CAA) this
weekend.
Two JMU players, junior
defensive specialist Mackenzie
Kleespies and redshirt
freshman middle blocker
Conner Beightol, were
recognized by the CAA Monday
as Defensive Player of the
Week and CAA Rookie of the
Week, respectively. The Breeze
spoke with the two about their
recent struggles, successes and
upcoming games, as well as
their newest accolades.
The team entered play this
weekend with a four-game
losing streak. What was the
team doing wrong?
Beightol: I think that we all have
the skills there, but our mental
aspect of it just wasn’t quite
there yet. We all really wanted
to win, but we really didn’t know
what it took to win, so Lauren
[Steinbrecher, head coach] and
Casey [Steinbrecher, assistant
coach] spent the whole weekand-a-half probably just really
instilling the drive to win and
how we need to be aggressive
and competitive every play, and
not go in with any fear. We went
into that game saying, ‘You
know what, we have nothing
to lose. Let’s just go out there
and be aggressive.’ And it
worked. Hopefully that will turn
this around for the rest of the
season.
Kleespies: I think that we just
weren’t just focusing on what
we could control. I think we were
kind of individuals out on the
court, and this past weekend was
different because we really came
together and played as a team.
When you entered play versus
Northeastern, what was the
mood in the locker room?
Beightol: We were very excited.
We were like dancing around,
and we didn’t think we were
going to lose. Just going into it,
we were like, ’We’re going to win
this. We cannot keep losing. We
have this down.’ We just went in
very confident. Again, we had
a very strict play plan as well
that we had to follow. So we
were confident with that. We had
practiced it in practice. We knew
what the players were going to
do, the tendencies. We were very
confident and very happy and
excited to get going.

Last Call

Erin Williams / contributing photographer

Senior defenders Sam Lofton and Shannon Rano contend during Tuesday’s practice. JMU will finish the regular season with two home games this weekend.

Dukes gear up for regular season finale and 25th anniversary celebration
By Matt delaney
contributing writer

With the final two games of the regular season in sight, JMU women’s soccer enters the weekend with plenty to play for.
The Dukes have consecutive home games against the College of
William & Mary on Friday and Elon University on Sunday. The final
two games also mark the end of the program’s 25th year, which will
be celebrated with a 25th anniversary team featuring past JMU players on the field.
The matchup against the Tribe (11-3, 5-2 Colonial Athletic Association) already elicits intense feelings, but add in the fact that JMU
(10-7, 5-2 CAA) hasn’t defeated the Tribe since the 2010 season and
the game means that much more.
“We just need to be confident and play a good, physical game,”
sophomore forward Ashley Herndon said. “The big crowd should
give us a boost, too.”
William & Mary also holds the second seed in the CAA right now,
granting the team an automatic bye to the tournament’s quarterfinals and elevating the stakes for both teams to win.
“William & Mary’s one of the best,” head coach David Lombardo
said. “They’re really confident and having a good season. [Though
in] these games, records don’t matter; they’re always contested.
We’re hoping for a win against William & Mary so we can claim a
bye, at least.”
While the Dukes are seeded third in the CAA and are a lock for
the tournament, there’s still room for improvement. The team has
managed to outshoot its opponents 263 to 171 and put nearly double
the number of shots on goal — 130 to 74. But the Dukes still possess
a goal margin of just +4, outscoring opponents 26 to 22.
“That’s falling on our midfielders and forwards to be more precise,” Lombardo said. “We need to take less long-range shots and
put ourselves in higher-percentage scoring areas.”
However, correcting that problem and any others will come down
to the sheer quality of play.
“We’re not introducing anything else at this point in the season
— just emphasizing execution, possession, technical excellence and
attacking the final third [of the field],” Lombardo said.
Most of the team’s success this year has revolved around its ability
to create plays for one another. Herndon and redshirt senior defender Sam Lofton are first and second, respectively, in the CAA in assists.
That homogeneity is represented in the team’s goal totals, with

see volleyball, page 12

Contact Matt Delaney delanemw@dukes.jmu.edu.

Football (4-3)

Dukes back in action Saturday
Coming off a bye week, JMU travels to play Charlotte
By richie bozek
The Breeze

With its bye week in the rear view
mirror, JMU football returns to the
gridiron this Saturday. The Dukes will
be hitting the road to take on the University of North Carolina at Charlotte
49ers. As the non-conference matchup quickly approaches, here are a few
of the top storylines in this week’s edition of Four Downs of the Week.

Kleespies: I think that we kind of
had that underdog mentality, and
we had nothing to lose. We came
out with a fire that we hadn’t
seen all season, and we are really
excited to keep that fire going.
After the 3-0 win against
Northeastern, how did the
mood change for the game
against then-undefeated in
conference Hofstra?
Beightol: That one we felt we
were definitely the underdog in
that game. We were like, ‘You
know what, we have nothing
to lose. Let’s go out there and
just play our best, be extremely
aggressive, don’t take any wimpy
shots. Just go out there and play
our hearts out.’ And that’s really
what it took, just not scared at
all.

no single player tallying more than four goals throughout the entire
season.
“I hope to get some time at forward,” Lofton said. “Most of my
points came off of set-pieces so I want to continue contributing to
the team that way,”
The picture is less clear in regard to Elon, a team new to the CAA
this year. Having never played the team before,the only information
available to JMU is through film. However, Elon is currently 1-6 in
conference play and 5-11 overall — last place in the CAA. Statistically speaking, they’re a docile foe, standing at ninth in the CAA in
goals scored (14), while they’ve allowed the second-most goals in
the conference (31).
The Dukes are staying level-headed about the match and not losing sight of the second seed, which is only guaranteed if they win out.
“We don’t know a lot about [Elon], but we have to stay pumped
and finish the season strong,” Herndon said.
In the midst of the season’s final moments, some time will be
taken to celebrate the women’s soccer program’s 25th anniversary.
The highlight of this occasion is the reunion of past JMU women’s
soccer’s greats, who will be honored as members of the 25th anniversary squad.
Lombardo has headed the program since its inception and selected the members of the team, which consists of 29 women: nine
defenders, eight midfielders, nine forwards and three goalkeepers.
The players are recognized for making an impact on the program
beyond just their time on the team.
The anniversary team will be honored at halftime during the William & Mary game and will attend a luncheon in the Bridgeforth
Stadium Club Room at 12:30 p.m. on Saturday.
“It’ll be extra motivation [this weekend] to have the alumni there
and to show them how far the program has come since it began,”
Lofton said.
Although the regular season is coming to a close, there is one issue
in particular that has plagued the team all season, and Lombardo
wants to see it corrected.
“Consistency. Some games we dominated, other games not so
much,” Lombardo said. “Now is the time we need our best players
to step up and take control of the team.”
Friday’s game against William & Mary is at 7 p.m. and Sunday’s
senior day game against Elon is at 1 p.m.

1. Bye to the bye week

sam taylor / contributing photographer

Head coach Everett Withers looks on as his team prepares for Saturday’s game.

The Dukes (4-3, 2-2 Colonial Athletic Association) had a challenging first
seven games of the season, and felt
that the bye week couldn’t have come
at a more perfect time. With no immediate game to prepare for, the squad
used its time in various ways.
JMU has utilized the younger players on the roster throughout the
season. One thing the Dukes did in
the last week was work more closely
with those players.
“[The bye week] gave us a chance
to get in some more coaching with
some of the younger guys who haven’t
played much,” head coach Everett
Withers said. “It gave us an opportunity to evaluate our football team.”
The weekend off also gave the
Dukes an opportunity to regroup and

recharge.
“Coach Withers really let us rest a
little bit more, as opposed to if we had
a game, which was nice,” senior outside linebacker Sage Harold said.
Harold also said that the bye week
gave the team a chance to start looking
at film earlier to prepare for Charlotte.
However, the Dukes’ opponent will
be entering this weekend rested and
prepared as well. Charlotte is also
coming off a bye week.
One could say that the Dukes are
becoming accustomed to this situation, though. The 49ers will be the
third opponent the Dukes have faced
this season that will be coming off of
their bye week.

2. Keep it rolling
The Dukes are heading into this
weekend on a bit of a hot streak. JMU
is coming off two conference victories, including a last-second win over
a previously undefeated University
at Albany team, and a blowout win
against Towson University.
JMU scored 93 points and gained
nearly 1,000 offensive yards in those
two games combined.
In the CAA, the Dukes are ranked
see football, page 12
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Curbing the trend

The Association for Women in Sports Media aims to help women make it in the world of sports media
By Gina Jelliff

contributing writer

The facts show that there is a lack of women in the business of
sports media, and a new organization at JMU aims to change that.
Enter the Association for Women in Sports Media, an international
organization that now has a new chapter at JMU.
According to the AWSM, “male and female membership supports the advancement and growth of women — both student and
professional — in sports media.”
A 2013 study conducted by the American Society of News Editors showed that gender representation is unbalanced in the
newsroom. The study revealed that the newsroom was 63.7 percent male and 36.3 percent female.
In order to carry out the mission statement of AWSM, JMU’s
chapter will be concentrating on professional development.
According to junior media arts and design major Catherine Policastro, the president of JMU AWSM, last year she was approached
by Kevin Warner, director of athletics web operations and community relations, about starting a AWSM chapter at JMU.
Policastro believes there’s a need for AWSM at JMU because
there are many women who are looking for additional opportunities to be involved with sports media. There is no other organization
on campus which includes all of the elements that AWSM has.
They applied to be an official JMU organization in January 2014,
but weren’t accepted. Student Activities and Involvement only
accepts 12 organizations per semester through random selection.
When they tried again this past August, the organization was
accepted. The chapter became nationally recognized by the AWSM
organization this month.
“The college program is fairly new and there are only about 10
chapters so far,” Warner said. “The national association cares a
lot about the organization and their memberships with people in

college because they will be the ones to join in the future.”
Along with JMU, other chapters include: Arizona State University, the University of California, Los Angeles and the University
of Georgia.
JMU AWSM activities will mostly focus on networking
opportunities.
“We would like to get some guest speakers, both Skype as well
as in person,” Warner said. “I think we’re moving in the right direction. Guest speakers are good to talk to because people can learn
from those that are working in the industry.”
They hope to connect with professionals who belong to a variety of fields, such as Lindsay Czarniak, a 2000 JMU alumna who
works as an ESPN broadcaster.
Their goal is to soon have at least one guest speaker a month.
Sam Taylor / Contributing photographer
Some long-term goals include trips to the AWSM convention,
ESPN headquarters as well as places more local such as WashStudents listen in during JMU AWSM’s first interest meeting on Tuesday.
ington D.C. or Richmond.
“This is a great pre-professional organization to have on a annual fee of $25. Upon becoming a member, students will have
resume and it is a real network with professionals,” Autumn access to a database that will allow for opportunities for scholarMorowitz, a senior media arts and design major and public rela- ships and internships.
“I am looking forward to making connections and finding a
tions chair for AWSM, said.
AWSM encourages feedback from its members to hear about bunch of friends in the school who have similar interests, and in
addition the networking opportunities, and hopefully help me get
what they would be interested in this year.
After the first interest meeting Tuesday night, the organization a job or internship in future and being able to meet some professionals who are well known in this field,” Policastro said.
has about 40 members.
Warner added that AWSM should be a fun organization in addi“I heard about AWSM through different people in the sports
department and it sounded like a great opportunity with profes- tion to its professional side.
“I felt it [AWSM] was a natural fit for the school,” Warner said.
sional connections,” sophomore sport and recreation management
major Amanda Byrd said. “I am looking forward to learning more “I work in the office and teach and see the talent that the females
have at this school and I know they will do well in the field. They’ve
about sports media.”
AWSM is also looking to old fund-raising proceed nights and helped me and I feel like giving them this opportunity.”
social events to build a community within the organization.
There are no chapter dues for AWSM; however, there is an Contact Gina Jelliff at jellifgk@dukes.jmu.edu.

football | Dukes can’t sleep on UNCC Nation | Last chance
the Dukes will be working to continue
on their upward trend.

from page 11

first in rushing offense, averaging
246.7 yards a game, and third in total
offense, gaining about 488.4 cumulative yards a game.
The Dukes have found success
and taken pride in their run game for
most of the season. They will continue
to look for this same success against
Charlotte. Even though the 49ers
allowed 573 yards on the ground in
their last game against The Citadel,
they still only concede about 187.4
rushing yards a game on the season.
Part of this success can be contributed to the offensive line becoming
more of a unit as the season has
progressed.
“The O-line we have, I’ve really
got a lot of faith in those guys,” redshirt junior quarterback Vad Lee said.
“They get the job done.”
Although many of the Dukes’
defensive statistics remain in the latter half of the league, they have shown
improvement, especially in the previous two games. Increasing pressure on
the quarterback, allowing less rushing
yards and defensive and special teams
production were all strong points.
Withers has stated that, although
it’s not completely there yet, he feels
the defense has been heading in the
right direction. It may be a tougher
task with starting senior safety Dean
Marlowe suspended for the first half
of this weekend’s contest because of a
targeting penalty against Towson, but

3. Looks can be deceiving
Looking at the 49ers’ record, one
would almost never guess that they
began the season 3-0 before losing
four straight games.
One could also make the assumption that Charlotte is stuck in a rut and
can’t get out. But of their four straight
losses, two of them were decided in
overtime. The 49ers also scored over
40 points in two of the games and have
been putting up big stats all season.
Charlotte is averaging about 37.6
points a game on the season, along
with just under 500 total offensive
yards.
The Charlotte offense is led by redshirt sophomore quarterback Matt
Johnson, who is averaging 252.9 yards
per game through the air and has 11
touchdown passes on the season. His
primary target is fellow redshirt sophomore, receiver Austin Duke, who is
averaging 138.0 receiving yards a game
with eight touchdown receptions.
The 49ers also have a dynamic
229.9 yards per game running threat
in addition to this duo through the air.
Sophomore running back Kalif Phillips averages over 100 yards per game
on the ground, running his way into
the end zone 11 times so far this season. Johnson and freshman running
back Maetron Thomas also run for
about 55 yards a game each.

Looking at Charlotte’s offense,
Withers feels it is very similar to that
of the Dukes.
“They want to do some of the same
things we do on offense,” Withers said.
“The good thing about that is that we
have had a lot of practice against our
offense, so that helps us.”

4. Got kick?
After practice on Tuesday, Withers said that one thing that can be
worked and improved upon is the
kicking game.
Against Albany, redshirt junior
kicker Ryan Maglio took over for redshirt junior Connor Arnone as place
kicker. Maglio knocked in the last second field goal that lifted the Dukes
over Albany.
In the last game against Towson,
Maglio missed both of his field goal
attempts as well as the first extra
point conversion of the game. He is
1-4 in field goal attempts in his two
games of action. But Withers remains
confident.
“No question, [Maglio] will be our
place kicker,” Withers said.
The Dukes also practiced kickoff schemes during Tuesday’s
practice, with Arnone being the kickoff specialist.
Kickoff at Charlotte on Saturday is
at 12 p.m.
Contact Richie Bozek at
bozekrj@dukes.jmu.edu.

from front

the season due to suspension. Last
season he missed the first 15 games
after violating “athletic department
policy.”
“I know my actions have caused
great harm to more than just another person, but to everyone involved
with the program and all our supporters,” Nation said in the official
release.
Vodanovich, a sophomore forward will also sit out the Nov. 2
preseason scrimmage, along with
the first two regular season contests.
He will return for the Nov. 19 home
game against Longwood University.
“I know that I had not been demonstrating the behavior and respect
that is expected of me lately and for
that I want to say that I am greatly sorry,” Vodanovich said in the
release.
Both players will be able to practice and attend team functions while
serving their respected suspensions.
“It was our decision,” Bourne said
on Wednesday. “And we made those
decisions within the context of similar cases that have happened in the
athletic department in the past.”
Bourne stressed consistency and
equity on a case-by-case basis when
addressing such scenarios.
On Tuesday at media day, Nation
was selected to the First Team Preseason All-CAA team and the Dukes
were predicted to finish fifth in the

conference.
The suspensions come one day
after Bourne and the athletics
department released its new mission, vision and guiding principles.
The vision is as follows, “To be the
NCAA model for the student-athlete
experience distinguished by our
academic achievement, integrity,
personal development and nationally-competitive programs.”
When Bourne was asked whether Nation was representing the
university in proper manner, he
replied, “Certainly not in these last
instances.”
He elaborated in Tuesday’s
release.
“Further, I support Coach Brady’s
recommendation regarding future
violation of team rules or university
policy by Andre [Nation] and that it
will result in his dismissal from the
men’s basketball program and such
actions may place Tom in a similar
position.”
In layman’s terms, if Nation messes up again, he’s done. Brady said in
the release, “there will be a zero tolerance from this point forward with
regard to Andre and his involvement
with our program.”
When asked about the seemingly new zero tolerance, Brady took a
long pause.
“I’m not willing to discuss that.”
Contact Stephen Proffitt
at proffittjs@gmail.com.

Volleyball | One rep, one practice, one game at a time
from page 11

Kleespies: After Northeastern, we were so pumped, we
were like, ‘Let’s just play Hofstra now. Let’s play them
tonight’ I think that we were very excited, and we had a
lot of adrenaline after the Northeastern game. We were
just pumped to play Hofstra because they hadn’t lost,
and we had nothing to lose. We were the underdog, so
we were just feisty and fiery and came out, and we were
confident.
You beat both Northeastern and Hofstra 3-0 this
past weekend. What changes did the team make to
get back to winning? Beightol: We worked a lot on our
blocking, which in turn would help the defense, so our
whole defense as a whole was just much better than the
past couple of weekends ... We’d spend three and a half
hours just working on defense, blocking and digging, so
we were just ready for what was coming for us.
Kleespies: I think that it was just our mental game,
because physically and talent-wise, we have been close
every game. We’d been competitive with every team,
but I think that our mental game was there the past two

games, and I think that is what gave us the edge over
the other two teams.

should really be for our team, because that’s what won
our game.

Both of you got awards this week from the CAA,
the CAA Rookie of the Week and the CAA Defensive
Player of the Week, respectively. What’s your take on
these recent accolades? Beightol: It was all because of
the team. Everyone was doing what they were supposed
to do. The outside blockers were in the right place, and
then I could close to them and get all these blocks that I
got. And then in turn, because I was where the blockers
were supposed to be, then [Kleespies] could be where
she was, and she would get all these incredible digs. So
it was a team award.

With games against the College William & Mary on
Wednesday and the College of Charleston on Friday,
how do you think the momentum will carry the team
in its upcoming games? Beightol: Hopefully we will go
in with even more confidence than we have had. Our
losing streak just kind of put this damper on us like, ‘Oh
my gosh, we keep losing. We suck.’ Those past two wins
have been incredible, so I think we were all just very
excited to get out there and actually show that it wasn’t
luck, and that we’re here to win and we’re here to play.

Kleespies: I am just happy to be able to get every
possible ball or dig that I can for my team. And I
think that our defense, especially our blocking, like
[Beightol’s] blocking, and our serve, receive and our
digs in defensive play. I think that’s what won our game
this weekend, because our hitting has been there for
the most part. But I think this weekend, we really came
together as team and played as a team defensively and
had each other’s backs. And so I think that the award

Kleespies: Right now, we’re just focused on William
& Mary. But I think that we have a little bit more of
a confidence boost, but at the same time, we’re just
focusing [on] one game at a time, and we are really
looking forward to just getting out there and playing, no
matter who the opponent is.
JMU defeated William & Mary in straight sets Wednesday night at home.
Contact Andre Haboush at habousaw@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Announcements

Apts for Rent

ADOPTION
Loving childless couple wishing to adopt an infant. Willing to pay legal and medical
expenses.
866-333-8686 or email
suzanneanddonadopt@gmail.
com
Let’s help each other!

3-BR 2.5-BA Townhouse,
Stainless Appliances,
Fenced Yard, $1,030.00
http://www.castleproperty.c
om 540-564-2659

Services
Looking for female to teach
me salsa for 1hr. at Gold's
Gym. I pay $30 per lesson.
Call (305) 778-9889.

Help Wanted
$12.00/HOUR:
NUDE MODELS needed for an
art class on
M/W 1:30–5:00 PM.
Part-time work.
No experience necessary.
Contact Ben Wailes,
wailesbm@dukes.jmu.edu.

Downtown 1-BR, Stainless
Appliances, Hard Wood
Floors $595 540-564-2659
http://www.castleproperty.c
om

Pet Friendly, 1-3BR Properties, Hard Wood Floors
http://www.castleproperty.c
om 540-564-2659

Homes for Rent
DEVON LANE.
3&4 Bedroom Townhomes.
Available August 2015.
(540)435-7861.
DevonshireRentals
@gmail.com

Walk Ins Welcome!
Haircuts, Barbering, Coloring,
Waxing,& Fades (high & tights)
Foiling starting at $55!
$

7

HAIRCUTS

540.433.4000
1910 Erickson Ave, Suite 12, Harrisonburg, VA 22801
(across the street from bus route 3)

JAMES MCHONE JEWELRY
“Where JMU buys their diamonds”

14k White Gold 1.01cts Diamond Solitaire Ring
Center Diamond Princess Cut 1.01cts G-H I1

This Week $1,800
*All of our diamonds are graded by an on staff GIA Diamond Graduate
Visit us at 75 S. Court Square Harrisonburg or www.mchonejewelry.com
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